12

contents

Issue No 7

3 editor’s letter
6 air correspondence
12 SWISS MOVEMENT

Harrier test pilot John Farley recalls demonstrating the
jump-jet in its ideal environment — the Swiss Alps

20 lucky lindy & the unbelievable truth

Fred G. Herbert relates how Charles Lindbergh was very
nearly wrongly drummed out of the US Army Air Corps

24 the dragon lady goes to sea

Lockheed U-2 specialist Chris Pocock examines recentlydeclassified documents to provide the fullest account yet of
the USA’s use of the spyplane aboard its aircraft carriers

38 echoes from dawn skies: Part two

Our serialisation of British pioneer F.W. Merriam’s “lost manuscript” of memories from his contemporaries continues:
the mischievous Gordon England describes his early flying
years, and a very wicked episode in Germany in July 1914

62

38

48 new kid on the block

We kick off a new series of images from the extensive TAH
archive with the F-111A’s first visit to the UK, in 1967

50 wings over peru: caproni ca.114

Amaru Tincopa continues his series on aviation in Peru
with the career of the attractive Caproni Ca.114 biplane

60 before & after

Arvo Vercamer and Roger Tisdale portray a Luftwaffe Do 24
flown by a deserter to Sweden, where it served until 1951

62 it’s quicker by tube

Legendary racing pilot and engineer Bruce Lockwood
describes the ingenious “tube” system developed for the
Rolls-Royce Merlin by Reno’s P-51 Mustang teams

72 what’s in a name?
24
50

Coastal Comet? Cormorant? Chris Gibson chronicles the
long hunt for a name for the RAF’s Shackleton replacement

76 sabena’s cityhoppers

Belgium’s flag-carrier was the only European airline ever to
fly international helicopter services, as Bob Rongé reports

86 american classics

This time from the Alpha Archive: aircraft of the silver screen

88 front-line reporter

Michael O’Leary charts the post-war civil career of the P-61
Black Widow’s photo-recce variant, the F-5 Reporter

96 it’s all greek . . .

Previously unpublished photographs of 1930s Greek military
biplanes from the collection of Philip Jarrett

102 send in the heavy mob!
112

Nick Stroud describes how a Blackburn Universal Freighter
solved a heavyweight problem during the 1955 Fahud Airlift

112 richard pearse: the final word

New Zealand-based aviation historian Errol Martyn
confronts a first-flight myth once and for all

120 armchair aviation
125 lost & found
126 in the shadow of the tower

Graham Skillen recounts some hair-raising experiences of
flying from Newtownards in Northern Ireland

88
Issue No 7

130 off the beaten track

The aviation historian

5

