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Professor Keith Hayward FRAeS takes an in-depth look at 
the political aspects of Britain’s procurement of the USA’s 
F-4 Phantom — and why deciding to fit the homegrown 
Spey engine caused severe headaches in Whitehall
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100 FROM SKATE TO SEA DART
Convair’s 1950s XF2Y Sea Dart waterborne jet fighter is 
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examines the obscure Skate, Cudda and Betta projects 
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Dragon Rapide in April 1947, as Nick Stroud relates
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